
ast summe! there was consid-
erable media speculation that
Pope John Paul II might
announce his retirement.
According to one report, he

would then retreat to an isolated
monastery outside Rome and spend
his remaining days in contemplative
prayer. Others theorized that he would
saye the alrnouncement for his pas-
toral visit to Poland, and then simply
live out the rest of his life in his home
country.

Of course neither plan came to
pass. But it got me to thinking:What if
the pope had indeed announced his
retirement and decided to spend his
final years in my own parish?

It wouldn't take long before word
got out, and our town would become
a big tourist destination. Each morn-
ing's Mass would be jammed, and we
would have to schedule appointments
for people to see the retired pontiff.
Talk about wishtul rhinking!

But the pope, retired or not, is
merely the vicar (or representative) of
Christ on earth. In our small-town
church, we already haye the person
the pope represents! We don't have
merely the vicar of Christ; we have
Christ hirnself.As Catholics, we know
that during every Mass, whether it is
celebrated by a newly ordained priest
or by the pope, the bread and wine
become the body, blood, soul and
divinity of Jesus Christ.'We can come
and receive Jesus Christ in holy
Conrmunion every day of the week.
Furthermore, even after Mass ends,

Jesus remains in the tabernacle of
every Catholic church. These are
important facts, but too many
Catholics don't give them much
thought after Sunday Mass each week.

As Knights,we have made a special
comrnitment to live our Catholic faith
more seriously.There is no more effec-
tive means to do this than to fostef a
devotion to the holy Eucharist that
extends beyond our time at Sunday
Mass.

The particular manner in which
we foster this devotion will vary wide-
ly from person to person, according to
each one's state in life and the com-

David Silva oI Christopher Columbus

Assembly in Covina, Galif., standing honor
guard during a holy hour at Blessed

Sacrament Ghurch in Westminster.

rnitments he must keep, but there are
a number of speci-flc and practical
options avarlable to all of us.

UNION WITH THE TABERNACTE
First, and most important, is remaining
aware of the tabernacle closest to us
as we go about the ordinary business
of each day.Where is the church clos-
est to our home? To our work? How
many tabernacles do we pass on the
way to work? As we go about our
work, our commute or weekend
errands, we ought to unite ourselves
to Jesus Christ in that tabernacle -and remember that he has remained
there precisely so he can be close to
us errery day.This does not mean inter-
rupting our work. It means that as we
do our work, we ought to think about
that tabernacle from time to time.
Some people use simple human
devices - such as a ringing phone or
the appearance of a computer screen
saver - to remind them about the
tabernacle. Remaining united to that
tabernacle will keep us in the pres-
ence of God all day, and this is essen-
tial for living our Christian and
Knightly vocation as we ought.

VISITING THE BTESSED SACBA.
MENT It means a lot toJesus when we
stop in and say hello. If we pass a

church while commuting, or if there's
one near home or work, it would be
odd if we did not stop in occasionally.

You would stop and say hello if the
pope was waiting in the confessional,
wouldn't you? A practical difficulty is
that many churches are locked most of
the time. Even if this is the case with
the church nearest you, make some
inquiries. Sometimes only the main
doors are locked,while a side entrance
or perpetual adoration chapel remains
open. As a last resort, consider asking
the priest if you can have your own
key. You would be surprised at how
many priests will say yes.

DAITY MASS The surest sign of
eucharistic devotion is to attend Mass
and receive holy Communion not only
on Sundays, but also at least once dur-
ing the week.W'e bring to the altar all
of the work and sacrifice of the day,
uniting it with the sacrifice the priest
offers on our behalf. In holy
Communion, we participate in the
inner life of the Trinify, and then re-
emerge to the wodd withJesus Christ
himself physically within us. Given
work and travel schedules, it can be
tough for many people to"fit" a week-
day Mass into their routine. A little
inyestigating, however, usually turns
up at least one conveniently located
church that has at least one weekday
Mass that we can attend. In our parish,
for example, the Knights meet on a

Wednesday evening. Our chaplain cel-
ebrates Mass a half hour before our
meetings, precisely so we can attend.
This has been a great good for the spir-
itual life of our council. Perhaps your
council can ask your own chaplain to
do the same.

The pope will probably never
retire, and he will probably never even
visit our parishes.'We can be certain,
howeveq that Jesus Christ will never
retire (cf. Mt 28:20), and will always
remain present in the Eucharist. He
is waiting for us, every hour of the
day and every day of the week, in
the tabernacle of the nearest
Catholic church. Will we stop in and
say hello? *
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